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May 6, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU GRADUATION RATE SECOND HIGHEST
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University continues to have the second
highest graduation rate of Illinois public universities, according to a study issued
this week by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
The study looked at freshman classes from 1983-1984 through 1989-90.
Eastern's six-year graduation rate of 59.7 percent is above the statewide average
of 52.2 percent.
The National Center for Educational Statistics reports a national average for
similar institutions of 48 percent.
EIU's six-year graduation rate for Hispanics of 49.3 percent is the second
highest of Illinois public universities and is more than 16 percentage points above
the statewide average.
For African Americans at EIU, the six-year graduation rate is 27.6 percent,
above the statewide average of 20.8 percent.
Other retention studies done in recent years support these figures showing
six-year graduation rates for EIU students of 61 and 62 percent.
EIU Dean of Academic Development Shirley Moore noted that graduating
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seniors and alumni have expressed satisfaction with their experience at Eastern,
citing small classes and a dedicated and caring faculty as the major reasons why
they chose Eastern.
Moore said other factors that make Eastern appealing to students are a
nationally-recognized residence hall program, an individualized freshman advising
program, strong academic support services and an attractive, compact campus .
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